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Lion John also stepped in 

to assist Lion Roger with 

starting a Leo Club in the 

Rockford school system. 

His service contin-

ues as he also volunteered 

to be the Rockford Noon 

Membership Retention 

Chairperson and Candy 

Day Co-Chairperson.  

In the past, he was 

someone they could count 

on to help ring the bell to 

raise donations for the 

Salvation Army. Plus, he 

was an active participant 

in Fish & Fun Day which is 

held annually at Rock Cut 

State Park.  

Before meetings, 

you can even find him 

picking up older members 

and bringing them to their 

weekly meeting. He also 

oftentimes visits with a 

member who is home-

bound or hospitalized. 

Rockford Noon 

Lions and all of District 1D 

applaud and thank Lion 

John H. Bendixen for an 

outstanding job and look 

forward to seeing much 

more to come. Thank You! 

District 1D would 

like to recognize Lion John 

H. Bendixen as a lion that 

goes above and beyond for 

his community. He joined 

the Rockford Noon Lions in 

May of 2008. By June 

2010, he was their presi-

dent. Being a remarkable 

president is not the only 

thing John is noteworthy 

for doing. òThere is not just 

one thing in particular that 

John has done, because 

his service as a Lion is 

continuous and without 

condition. He is always 

right there to do what 

needs to be done and to 

assist his fellow Lions, no 

matter how big or small 

the task might be,ó Secre-

tary Pamela Graney ex-

plained.  

During the time 

they were planning their 

90th Anniversary Celebra-

tion, John stepped in to 

take over as ad chairper-

son when the previous 

volunteer was called away.  
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L ION OF THE MONTH:   

JOHN H. BENDIXEN  

  

  

PDG Ray Hughes honors Rockford Noon Lions Club President 

John H. Bendixen with a  2010-2011 100% President Award  
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Merry Christmas 

and Happy New Year! 
This is the time of year 

where ñgivingò service can 

mean so much!  As Lions, this 

time of year means assisting 

those unfortunate families with 

food baskets, presents, or any 

other means of support that 

brings happiness.  Those Santa 

bags and sitting on Santaôs lap 

bring big smiles to every child 

that partakes. 

The most rewarding is 

seeing those beaming eyes, 

smiling faces, and hearing the 

children speak of talking to 

Santa!  As Lions, knowing we 

provided some needed assis-

tance to a child or family in 

need makes us feel humble and 

thankful we were there.  We 

Serve! 

Our Lions year is rap-

idly approaching the halfway 

point and I hope each club is on 

a pace to meet your goals for 

the year.  Our District is at a 

plus 11 in membership so that 

is something we can be thankful 

for however the State level of 

Lions is not in a positive.  We 

need to make sure our communi-

ties see and know the good things 

we do each year.  A great time to 

do this is with a big Thank You to 

your community after the first of 

the year telling them how much 

you have appreciated their support 

in your fund-raisers.  Then donôt 

hesitate to also state the good that 

you have done with the funds you 

have raised, community or other-

wise.  Even  your Community 

needs to know the far reaching 

efforts of Lions throughout the 

world, so donôt hesitate to men-

tion some of the International 

service that has been provided. 

Clubs have still been 

planting trees 

this fall which 

is great.  Our 

District goal has 

been exceeded 

as we are at 120 

trees!  Thatôs 

great and I ap-

preciate all of 

your support, 

but donôt stop 

just because 

weôve made it. 

If your club has 

not planted any 

trees, you can 

still do that in 

the spring.  It 

would be great 

to have our District be 100% 

with every club planting at least 

one tree!  At the International 

level we have exceeded 5.7 

million trees planted.  Be sure 

to supply me with your article 

and pictures of your tree plant-

ing. 

Keep working on those 

Billboard displays for the April 

Convention.  I look forward to 

an entire wall full of Lions ac-

tivities! 

May you and your 

families have a VERY MERRY 

CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY 

NEW YEAR! 

ò...Our District 

is at a plus 11 in 

membership so 

that is 

something we 

can be thankful 

foréó 

FROM THE GOVERNORôS DESK 
By: District Governor 

Paul Lindstrom 

Turn in M&Aõs to the following people: 

DG Paul Lindstrom:           pandrew@lrnet1.com 

1st VDG Ruth Lyle:                         tlyle@frontier.com 

2nd VDG Fred Peska:  diamondp@mchsi.com 

CS Ken Cocking:                kcocking@frontiernet.net 

And your zone chairman: 

ZC Gary Meyers:                gmeyers947@hotmail.com 

ZC Kara Kelly:   kskelly1@comcast.net 

ZC Glen Herrmann: 

gherrmann@ellisontechnologies.com  

ZC PDG Wayne Fruit:             wayne.fruit@gmail.com 

ZC Jim Kloepping:               jimkloepping@gmail.com 

ZC Don Larson:      shannonlionsclub@comcast.net 

ZC Betty Kraft-Hartman:           BettyKH42@comcast.net 
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supported by the people in 

their communities. Lions hav-

ing fun while working together 

on their various projects is the 

best advertisement for new 

members we can ask for.  

 

I was able to attend some Re-

gion and Zone Meetings lately 

and had the pleasure of mak-

ing acquaintances with many 

Lions/Lionesses. The Zone 

Chairs did an excellent job 

conducting these well at-

tended meetings.  I still find it 

very inspiring to hear the 

many different activities that 

the Clubs in District 1D are in-

volved in.  My wife, Sharon, and I 

felt very welcomed at these 

meetings and enjoyed the fel-

lowship with everyone.  

 

With Christmas upon us, itõs very 

exhilarating to know so many 

Lions members are going the 

extra mile to make Christmas 

happier for people who could 

use a little help.  Iõm not only 

proud to be a member of a Lions 

Club, but to be a member of this 

District 1D Lions Family!  

 

Merry Christmas to all! 

As my 2nd VDG journey contin-

ues, Iõve had the pleasure of 

attending a few different fund-

raising events of various Lions 

and Lioness Clubs. I am im-

pressed by the dedication and 

hard work District 1D Lions/

Lioness put into their fundrais-

ers to make them so success-

ful. From pancakes to pork 

chops, and from auctions to 

festivals, even though every-

one is working hard, there are 

smiles on their faces and 

laughter in the air.  I was 

pleased to see how well these 

events were attended and 

ñHAVING FUN WHILE WORKING TOGETHERò 
By: 2nd VDG 

Fred Peska 

H A R V A R D  L I O N S  S E R V E  T H E I R  C O M M U N I T Y By: Harvard Lions Club 

Left: Harvard Lions Club President Alan Wilkening recently Honored Duf-

field ñDuffyò Seyller with a certificate noting 25 years of commitment and 

service dedication to the community.  

Left: Harvard Lions Club Secretary Don Larson presents Korey Coffer, HHS 

Band Director, with a $500.00 check to be used toward the purchase of new 

band uniforms for Harvard High School Marching Band. Others that would 

like to contribute to this cause can call the high school at 815-943-6461. 

Harvard Lions Club wishes to thank all the community members that recently 

supported the Harvard Lions Club Candy Day. The contributions help support 

the clubôs mission of community service in which we purchase eyeglasses and 

promote diabetes awareness. Our club supports a HERS Softball Club, Food 

Pantry, Christmas Baskets, Boy Scouts, 4-H, High School Scholarships plus 

other local causes. Pictured above, President Alan Wilkening, Lion Cynthia 

Spaeth, and Harvard High School Student Enriquez helped collect  the need 

funds during their campaign.  
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D I S T R I C T  1 - D  L E O S  C L U B S 

By:  Lion Jason Nelson,  

Leo Club Chairperson,  

Dixon Noon Lions Club 

local nursing home, hosting a 

haunted house during the 

community trick-or-treat night 

and collecting for the local 

food pantry. The club has also 

collected and packed boxes 

for the òShoe Box Programó.  

This program sends supplies 

to needy children around the 

world.  The club has also pre-

pared and served meals for a 

homeless shelter. 

 

The Sterling St. Maryõs Leo 

was started about 12 years 

ago and was sponsored by the 

Rock Falls Lions Club.  The 

club is a middle school 

(grades 6 thru 8) aged club 

and has 12 members.  Ms. 

Joyce Haley has been the 

clubõs advisor since its incep-

tion and was a member of the 

Rock Falls Lions Club.  The 

Leo Club meets throughout 

the school year at St. Maryõs 

School in Sterling.  Club activi-

ties include helping serve and 

cleanup after parish dinners 

and participating in the annual 

food drive to help stock the 

Sauk Valley Food Pantries. 

The club can also be seen 

helping out with other St. 

Maryõs Parish and community 

activities when called to help. 

 

The Forreston Leo Club is 

sponsored by the Forreston 

Lions Club and is a high 

school aged club.  The club 

has been in existence for a 

few years and is the districtõs 

newest Leo Club. 

 

The Dixon St. Maryõs Leo Club 

is sponsored by the Dixon Eve-

ning Lions Club.  The club is a 

middle school aged club and 

has 28 members.  Mr. John 

McClintock is the club advisor.  

John is a member of the Dixon 

Evening Lions Club.  The club 

was established 15 years ago.  

The club members meet weekly 

at St. Maryõs School in Dixon 

throughout the school year.  

The club organizes or partici-

pates in 5 to 6 activities each 

school year. Some of these 

activities include fundraising 

and participation in a local Alz-

heimer Walk, St. Patrick Parish 

activities and donations to St. 

Judeõs Research Hospital.  The 

club has also organized fund 

raising events to benefit a local 

homeless shelter and Dixon 

Food Pantry. 

 

The Dixon High School Leo Club 

is sponsored by the Dixon Noon 

Lions Club and is in its 31st 

year of existence.  The club has 

21 high school aged members 

and meets at Dixon High 

School every Thursday morning 

during the school year. The 

club advisor for the past 13 

years is Mr. Jason Nelson, a 

member of the Dixon Noon Li-

ons Club. The club tries to par-

ticipate in 20 activities a year.  

Some of these activities in-

clude canned food collections 

to help stock the Dixon Food 

Pantry, Adopt-A-Highway re-

sponsibilities, help the Dixon 

Noon Lions with the annual 

Halloween parade, volunteer at 

a local animal shelter and bell 

ringing for the Salvation Army 

every Christmas season. The 

club sponsors an annual Leo 

Club t-shirt design contest to 

choose a new design every year 

to promote their club on a shirt 

that is seen on members in and 

outside of the classroom.  Club 

members recruit many of their 

friends to join in the club activi-

ties in an effort to build mem-

bership while having fun! 

District 1-D 

has five Leo 

Clubs.  They 

are located in 

Prophetstown, 

Sterling, For-

reston and 

two in Dixon.  

These clubs 

are all school 

based Alpha 

Leo Clubs.  

Alpha Leo 

Clubs are for 

ages 12 to 18 

and Omega Leo 

Clubs are for 

ages 18 to 30. 

 

The Prophets-

town Leo Club 

is sponsored by 

the Prophets-

town Lions 

Club and is a 

high school 

aged club.  The 

club has been 

in existence for 

about eight 

years and has 

32 members.  

Ms. Rosemary 

Sibley is the 

club advisor.  

She is a mem-

ber of the 

Prophetstown 

Lions Club.   

The Leo Club 

meets every Thurs-

day during the 

school year at the 

Prophetstown High 

School.  The club 

organizes or par-

ticipates in a com-

munity activity 

monthly during the 

school year.  Some 

of these activities 

have included vol-

unteering at the 

DHS Leo Club members show their 

pride at the annual Homecoming pa-

rade.  

DHS Leo Club members visit a Dixon 

Noon Lions meeting and listen to a 

former DHS graduate and Navy 

SEAL talk about his role in the recov-

ery of Apollo and Skylab astronauts.-

òWe studied that in ancient history!ò 

DHS Leo Club members help with 

the annual planting of Petunias 

along a highway in Dixon.  
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ñCHILDREN KNOW PEACEò 
By: Lion Casey Klein, 

East Dubuque Lions Club  

the students at both East Du-

buque Elementary and St. 

Mary's Schools. òIt is obvious 

that these young people have 

strong ideas about what 

peace means to them. Iõm so 

proud that we were able to 

provide them with the oppor-

tunity to share their visions.ó 

 

òCulbertsonõs poster will ad-

vance through the district, 

multiple district and interna-

tional levels of competition if 

she is to be declared the inter-

national grand prize winner,ó 

Van Gelder said. 

 

òOur club is cheering for Sky-

lar as her poster advances in 

the competition, and we hope 

that  her vision will ultimately 

be shared with others around 

the world,ó Van Gelder said. 

 

Two other students, Jenna 

Welp and Elly Bowman of St. 

Mary's School, East Dubuque 

will be honored for their par-

ticipation by the East Dubuque 

Lions Club with Achievement 

Awards as runner ups in the 

contest. Over 500-votes were 

tabulated in this years con-

test. 

 

One international grand prize 

winner and 23 merit award 

winners will be 

selected. The 

grand prize 

includes a cash 

award of 

US$2,500, plus 

a trip for the 

winner and two 

family mem-

bers to an 

awards cere-

mony at Lions 

Day with the 

United Nations. 

The 23 merit 

award winners 

will each re-

ceive a certifi-

cate and a 

cash award of 

US$500.  

 

View past international 

grand prize winners at 

www.lionsclubs.org. 

Lions Clubs Interna-

tional is the worldõs larg-

est service club organi-

zation with more than 

1.3 million members in 

approximately 45,000 

clubs in 205 countries 

and geographical areas 

around the world. Since 

1917, Lions clubs have 

aided the blind and 

visually impaired and 

made a strong commit-

ment to community ser-

vice and serving youth 

throughout the world.  

East Dubuque, IL, 

11/15/2011 ð Skylar Culbert-

son, a 6th grade student at 

East Dubuque Elementary, 

has taken the first step to be-

coming an internationally rec-

ognized artist by winning a 

local competition sponsored 

by the East Dubuque Lions 

Club. 

 

Culbertsonõs poster was 

among more than 350,000 

entries submitted worldwide in 

the annual Lions International 

Peace Poster Contest. Lions 

Clubs International is sponsor-

ing the program to emphasize 

the importance of world peace 

to young people everywhere. 

 

òChildren need to know peace 

because we are future role 

models. Right now we need to 

stop bullying.ó the11-year-old 

from East Dubuque said. The 

poster was selected by popu-

lar vote for its originality, artis-

tic merit and portrayal of the 

contest theme, òChildren 

Know Peace.ó The judging was 

held at East Dubuque High 

School. 

 

East Dubuque Lions Club 

President Tom Van Gelder 

said he was impressed by the 

expression and creativity of 

East Dubuque Peace Poster Contest final-

ist Skylar Culbertson with Lion Casey 

Klein, PR Director for East Dubuque Li-

ons Club and Mrs. Michelle Till, East Du-

buque Elementary Principal  

Left: Durand Peace Poster Con-

test finalist and District-wide 

winner Sarah Grossôs artwork is 

shown, which was chosen from 

all the 6th grade class from Du-

rand Elementary School and of 

all the district entries. She said 

ñPeace is a worldwide message. 

It should be known in all relig-

ions by people at all ages.ò  

The Council of Governors se-

lected this poster as the State 

winner to represent Illinois.  

http://www.lionsclubs.org/
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2/2  Glenn Herrmann   Poplar Grove 

11/2 Arnie Schelling  Leaf River  

11/5 Lynn Meyers  Durand 

11/7 Janet Bushman  Dixon Lioness 

11/9-11/14 no winner 

11/16 Liz Palmer  Forreston 

11/19 Phil Schuler  Galena 

11/21 no winner 

11/23 no winner 

11/26 Tom Bonacorsi  Belvidere 

11/28 John Dotzel  Stillman Valley 

11/30 no winner 

W H A T  I S  H A P P E N I N G  I N  M D 1 - D 

Kirkland Lions Club planted six new trees in the park.  
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Congratulations to the winners and thank you for the support! 

Durand Lions plant 10 trees for 2011-2012. Lion Don Skadow and Lion Dave Waller  

are planting one of the four crab apple trees in Saelens Park, Durand. 


