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getting better.  The weather 

in Anchorage was great and 

the sessions and speakers at 

the Convention were even 

better!  Clubs I have visited 

since returning have heard 

me speak of the motivational 

presentations that were given.  

Thursday night’s speaker, 

Mary K. Mueller, presented 

on Gratitude and how we 

should not complain unless 

we can state three things we 

are grateful for.  This ap-

proach in life gets us all to 

think more posi-

tive and positive 

people with 

positive actions 

are successful.  

What a great 

presentation for 

Lions and the I Believe theme 

of President Wing-Kun Tam.   

(Continued on next page…) 

As my year as your 

District Governor continues it 

proves even more the I Be-

lieve theme works when I see 

all the service projects being 

done by Lions in District 1-

D.  As Lions we serve our 

Communities in so many 

different ways it continues to 

amaze me.  I can see my 

theme this year, “Challenge 

the Lion in You” is bringing 

out some of the best Lions 

have to offer.     

I’ve attended 6 Re-

gion/Zone meetings with 1 

yet on my schedule, visited 

13 Lions Clubs, 1 Lioness 

Club, and have inducted 12 

new Lions.  This currently 

has District 1-D in a +4 in-

crease so keep up the good 

work Lions!   

How’s your tree 

planting plans coming along?  

I’ve sent out press releases 

for Clubs to use if they want 

to and have submitted press 

releases to the Rockford Reg-

ister Star and Freeport Jour-

nal Standard.  Those articles 

should be in the papers some 

time the week of October 10.  

I’ve heard from many Clubs 

that they are planning to plant 

trees but I’ve not heard what 

the count is yet.  Remember 

my pledge for District 1-D is 

100 trees and I’m confident 

we can exceed that number 

pretty easily.  Just make sure 

you get some pictures to turn 

into me.   

I’m surprised we are 

in the fourth month of the 

Lions year with no 

“Outstanding” Lion or Lions 

Club submitted yet.  I know 

from my visits there are some 

Lions out there 

that could be rec-

ognized for their 

service work.   

 

I’ve just 

returned from the 

USA/CANADA 

Leadership Forum that was 

held in Anchorage Alaska 

and each year they seem to be 
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By: DG Paul 

Lindstrom 

Friday’s luncheon’s speaker 

was Martin Buser, winner of 4 

Iditarod races.  He has com-

peted in 20 Iditarod races, 

which is done with dog sleds 

competing in almost an 1,100 

mile race.  His presentation was 

on perseverance and dedication 

to whatever we do in life.  

Again, a great motivational 

approach to us as Lions.  He 

also brought with him a 2 ½ 

week old litter of pups which 

were a big highlight after he 

spoke.  I did get to hold one! 

President Wing-Kun 

Tam spoke at Saturday’s lunch-

eon and of course did a great 

job of continuing his challenge 

and motivation to us as Lions.  

As of Sept. 25, he stated 2.4 

million trees have already been 

planted.  Go Lions! 

Saturday night’s 

speaker was Dan Bigley and I 

can only say, “Wow”.  What an 

amazing motivational story he 

has to tell.  Dan began by tell-

ing of Helen Keller and her 

approaching the Lions asking 

for help with blindness, and 

then went into his story about 

losing his sight through an at-

tack by a grizzly bear.  He ended 

his presentation by quoting Helen 

Keller’s challenge to the Lions to 

be Knights for the Blind.  During 

his presentation in the hall filled 

with over 2,000 Lions, you could 

have heard a pin drop.  Dan gave 

a lot of Credit to Lions in his level 

of recovery and dealing with his 

sight loss.  I strongly encourage 

you to go online and Google “Dan 

Bigley” so that you can read his 

fantastic story. 

During the Forum, our 

President Wing-Kun Tam in-

ducted Mary K. Mueller and Mr. 

& Mrs. Dan Bigley into Lions.  

What an inspirational three days 

the Leadership Forum was! 

Our State MD-1 Forum 

is coming up in November in De-

catur so you should be making 

arrangements and registering.  

You can attend Saturday only  and 

benefit from all the sessions being 

offered.  Every year our MD-1 

Forum is getting better with atten-

dance and the Lions information 

you can gain from attending so 

give it some thought and Clubs 

should consider sending a carload 

for the Saturday sessions. 

From my Club visits, I 

can see the interest in the Bill-

board display at the District 

Convention is well received and 

I expect a lot of Clubs will be 

submitting displays.  I think this 

could prove to be a very fun 

and interesting activity as we all 

get to see what Clubs through-

out our District are doing.  

Again, they can take one pro-

ject or service to display or they 

can cover the entire year with 

all the accomplishments their 

Club has done.  Many are al-

ready stating the tri-fold display 

is what they will be using.  

We’ll find a place to display all 

submitted billboards. 

Clubs should not for-

get we are approaching that 

time of year again when ALL 

Clubs need to file the Illinois 

Charitable Organizational An-

nual Report.  Unfortunately we 

have Clubs that have allowed 

this to fall behind and this 

causes HUGE problems so 

don’t forget to have your Treas-

urer take care of your Clubs tax 

reporting.  

“...all Clubs 

need to file the 

Illinois 

Charitable 

Organization 

Annual Report.” 
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District Governor.  I found the 

seminar very exciting and look 

forward to making prepara-

tions under Lion Barryõs direc-

tion.  It was helpful to network 

with other 2nd VDGs from 

around the country and Can-

ada. 

 

Alaska was more beautiful 

than I imagined.  The 5 day 

land excursion that Sharon 

and I took before the Forum 

was by train and bus.  It took 

us from Fairbanks, thru Denali 

National Park and into Anchor-

age with 44 other Lion mem-

bers.   Because of the size 

and time spent together, our 

group got to know each other 

fairly well.  We had a terrific 

time with them on the trip and 

then enjoyed meeting up with 

them again during our 

time at the Forum.    

 

I believe if the Forum 

had not been held in 

Anchorage, we would not 

have traveled to Alaska 

this year.  We would not 

have met our 44 new 

Lion friends, nor experi-

enced the fellowship with 

them.  As Lions, we take a lot of 

pride in helping our fellow man 

and work tirelessly to improve 

the lives of those less fortunate.  

Our motto is We Serve, and we 

do!   Buté there are also bene-

fits that we often overlook.  The 

friendships we make along the 

way and the personal growth we 

experience will last a lifetime.    

 

I SURE AM GLAD IõM A LION!    

2VDG Fred Peska   

After just returning from An-

chorage and the USA/Canada 

Forum, Iõm slightly over-

whelmed.  This yearõs forum 

was different for me because I 

approached it as not how I 

could better my club, but more 

of what I needed to do for our 

District.  As 2nd Vice District 

Governor, I attended seminars 

that were more geared to-

wards district growth and my 

responsibilities as a future 

district leader.  Boy, am I go-

ing to be busy!   

 

One of the seminars I at-

tended was held by 2nd Inter-

national Vice President Barry 

Palmer.  Lion Barry is from 

Australia and gave a lot of 

insight into what heõll expect 

from me during my year as 

I T S  G R E A T  T O  B E  A  L I O N !  
By: 2nd VDG 

Fred Peska 

M D - 1  F O R U M :  D E C A T U R  C O N V E N T I O N  C E N T E R  
By: ZC Kara Kelley,  

MD-1 Forum Chairperson 

must be received no later than 

November 1, 2011.  Forms for 

registration can 

be found on the 

District 1D web-

site or by con-

tacting Lion Kara 

Kelly.  

Looking forward 

to seeing many of 

our District 1D 

Lions at the fo-

rum this year! 

Lion Kara Kelly 

Kskel-

ly1@comcast.net 

815-973-2473  

As I visit clubs around the dis-

trict, I often hear that they are 

struggling for members or 

need fresh ideas to reach a 

new audience.  The MD-1 fo-

rum provides the answers to 

the questions that we as Lions 

all share.  This yearõs forum 

provides an all-star lineup of 

topics and speakers.  Itõs easy 

to make a positive impact on 

your clubééésend members 

to the forum.  

This year, the forum will also 

be providing an event pro-

gram.  Ads are available for 

purchase in this program.  

Please support the future of 

the MD-1 forum by purchasing 

a club ad or selling advertise-

ment to your local community 

merchants.  Contact Lion Kara 

Kelly for more details. 

Registration and program ads 

The above pictures from last years MD-1 Forum demonstrate just how much fun the MD-1 Fo-

rum is. Left: Lion Nicole Fruit writes ideas on how to implement a service activity with Lion 

Buzz Melton in a fire suit. Right: PDG Johnny Anderson, Lion Jama Wahl, DG Paul Lindstrom 

and Lion Terri Lindstrom learn how to create an artistic impression by working together. 

Link to Registration Form from District Website:  

http://district1dlions.org/index.php/newsletters/cat_view/1-md-1-forum  

mailto:Kskelly1@comcast.net
mailto:Kskelly1@comcast.net
http://district1dlions.org/index.php/newsletters/cat_view/1-md-1-forum
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The Stillman 

Lions Club 

just completed a busy weekend at 

the Stillman Fall Festival where 

they helped 

sponsor the 

stage, ar-

ranged for 

the rides 

and staffed the ride ticket 

booth, operated their food 

booth, sponsored the Horticul-

ture Show, worked the parade 

route for Candy Day, and had a 

car in the parade. (Continued on 

next page.) 

U S A - C A N A D A  L I O N S  F O R U M—A N C H O R A G E ,  A L A S K A  
By:  2nd VDG, 

Fred Peska 

S T I L L M A N  V A L L E Y  C L U B  S E R V E S  By:  Lion Curt Freeberg,  

Stillman Valley Lions  

 

This yearõs speakers were 

more motivational and inspira-

tional than entertaining. 

With the opening ceremony, 

Mary K. Mueller talked about 

ôgratitudesõ and the need for 

having a positive outlook on 

daily life.  Then Martin Buser, 

a 4 time winner of the 1000 

mile Iditarod Dog Sled Race, 

talked about perseverance, 

setting goals and team build-

ing. For a successful team (or 

Lions Club), you must have a 

good leader as well as good 

followers ð every member of 

the team is equally important. 

After his speech, Martin al-

lowed Forum attendees to 

hold his newest litter of dog 

sled puppies!  

 

President Wing-Kun Tam 

spoke on his ôI Believeõ pro-

gram, which is very 

interesting as this 

concept relates to 

each one of us.  It 

was also very im-

pressive to see our 

International Presi-

dent induct 3 new 

members during the course of 

this Forum.  The Saturday 

night closing ceremony speaker 

was Dan Bigley.  In his presenta-

tion, he talked about being at-

tacked by a grizzly bear and how 

that event drastically changed 

his life.  The last thing he ever 

saw was the bear that took is 

vision.  It was most compelling 

story Iõve ever heard.  I was 

stunned and amazed by the de-

tails and emotions he shared 

with the audience. 

 

In closing, the 35th Annual USA/

Canada Lions Leadership Forum 

was so good, we signed up for 

the 36th Annual Lions Leader-

ship to be held in Tampa Bay, 

FL, September 13th thru the 

15 th, 2012.   The Host Commit-

tee is excited about showcasing 

the best that Tampa Bay and 

MD35 FL have in store!  

 

Arrrrrrr!  Pack your eye patches, 

pirate flags and set 

sail to join us in 

Tampa Bay! 

 

For more informa-

tion and to register, 

visit 

www.usacanadalionsforum.org 

This yearõs USA-

Canada Forum again 

was above my ex-

pectations.  It 

started out on beau-

tiful crisp Alaskan 

morning with a tree 

planting ceremony.  

Many Lions gathered 

around the Town 

Square Park to witness the 

International President, Wing-

Kun Tam, ceremoniously 

cover a freshly planted Ash 

tree.   After that kick-off event, 

the rest of that first day was 

spent finding our way around 

the 2 event centers where the 

seminars were held.  The Fo-

rum Store also opened that 

morning and Lions waited in 

line for a long time to check 

out the contents inside. 

 

Seminars this year ranged 

from Tail Twisting, Club Dy-

namics to Lions Leadership 

Tools and Social Media Net-

working.  With over 60 ses-

sions to choose from, there 

was something for every Lion 

in attendance.  We also got a 

preview of the upcoming 2012 

Forum ð to be held in Tampa 

Bay, FL. 

Above: Lions Jack Whaley and Howard 

Gipson sold tickets for the rides. Right: 

Stillman Valley Club President Marty 

Typer grilled chops for the food booth.  

http://www.usacanadalionsforum.org
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H O W  G L T  H E L P S  Y O U R  C L U B  
By: ZC Jim Kloepping, 

GLT Chairperson 

would help you become a bet-

ter leader in your club, or 

maybe want to become more 

active in the district! 

 All club members are 

welcome to the district cabi-

net meetings and encouraged 

to attend a cabinet meeting.  

When a cabinet meeting is in 

your region, it would be a good 

time to visit.  The second Cabi-

net meeting of the 2011-2012 

Lionõs year will be held on 

Sunday, October 30, at the 

Apple River Event Center, 446 

East Hickory Street 

(Stagecoach Trail), Apple 

River.  The meeting will be 

called to order at 1:30 p.m.  

Contact information: CS Ken 

Cocking, kcock-

ing@frontiernet.net 

(H) 815-537-2719 

 

The following is information 

from LCI: 

Effective club meet-

ings are critical to club suc-

cess.  A well-organized meet-

ing results in improved com-

munication and teamwork and 

increased productivity.   Register 

for the Managing Club Meetings 

webinar to learn how to make 

club meetings more effective 

with proper preparation, the use 

of facilitation skills, and evalua-

tion and follow-up!  Visit the 

Leadership Development Webi-

nars page for dates/times and 

links to register, via the link pro-

vided below. 

Know a fellow Lion that would 

be interested? Feel free to pass 

this information along!  We hope 

to have you, and a fellow Lion, 

participate in one of the three 

sessions being offered. 

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/

member-center/leadership-

development/development-

programs/webinars.php 

Kind Regards, 

Monique McGhee 

Training Specialist - Electronic 

Learning Leadership Division 

Phone: 630-468-6839  

Fax: 630-706-9192 

When you look at the LCI web 

site you will be able to find help 

on almost any questions you 

have about Lions. 

GLT check list! 

►Is your club under 20 mem-

bers? 

►Is the average age of the 

club members over 60? 

►Your club has not had a new 

project in the past three 

years? 

►What are some characteris-

tics of an excellent club? 

ĊService-minded 

ĊGood communications 

ĊStrong membership pro-

gram 

ĊRetention of members 

ĊEffective leadership and 

club operations 

If your club or zone or region 

would like to know more about 

any of the above, LCI has pro-

grams on the topics and Dis-

trict 1D has persons to work 

with your club.  The Club Ex-

cellence Process (CEP) is a 

starting place.  Some things 

club members can do is visit 

the Lions Club International 

web site at www.lions 

clubs.org and look around.  

You may find something that 

CONTINUATION OF “STILLMAN VALLEY CLUB SERVES” 

Lion Helen McNally worked the 

parade route for Candy Day. 

Candy Day Chairperson John 

Dotzel and a friend as John 

prepared to work the parade 

route. 

Lions Norma Freeberg and Ron Morris and stuffed 

Lion friends rode in the parade. 

mailto:kcocking@frontiernet.net
mailto:kcocking@frontiernet.net
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/member-center/leadership-development/development-programs/webinars.php
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/member-center/leadership-development/development-programs/webinars.php
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/member-center/leadership-development/development-programs/webinars.php
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/member-center/leadership-development/development-programs/webinars.php


Oct. 3:  Stillman Valley 

Oct. 4: Erie 

Oct. 10: Tampico 

Oct. 12: Mt. Carroll 

Oct. 13: Galena 

Oct. 18: Morrison (noon) 

Oct. 18: Prophetstown  

Oct. 19: Dixon Evening 

Oct. 20: Hanover 

Oct. 25: Sterling Noon 

Oct. 25: Pearl City Lions 

Oct. 26: Dixon Lioness 

Oct. 27: Oregon 

Nov. 1: Chadwick 

GOVERNOR’S 

V I S I T S  
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 Congratulations to the winners and thank you for the support! 

4/6  Don Kussmaul  East Dubuque 

9/3 Roger Pope  Belvidere 

9/5 Raymond Hughes Rockford Noon 

9/7 Steve & Kelly Boettger Kirkland 

9/10 William Kloepping Pearl City 

9/12 Leaf River Lions  Leaf River 

9/14 Thomas Kniep  Poplar Grove 

9/17 Lynn Meyers  Durand 

9/19 not sold 

9/21 Dan Bocker  Polo 

9/24 Larry Thomas  Lena 

9/26 not sold 

9/28 not sold 

D I S T R I C T  G O V E R N O R  O N  T H E  P R O W L  I N  M D 1 - D  

Governor visits the Pearl City Lioness Club  Governor visits the Stillman Valley Lions 

Left: Governor and 1st VDG attend the Oktoberfest 

celebration in Galena. Pictured here with Lion Lisa 

Schoenrock, the Galena Lions President.  

Right: Governor visits the Leaf River Lions Club. 

Governor presents Disaster Fund $5,000 

check to East Dubuque Lions.  

Governor visits the Paw Paw 

Lions Club 


